
 
 
 

 
 

Karyn A. Temple is Senior Executive Vice President and Global General Counsel for the Motion 
Picture Association. One of the world’s leading authorities on copyright, Ms. Temple oversees all of 
the Association’s legal affairs and content protection efforts around the world. 

Prior to joining the Motion Picture Association, Ms. Temple served more than eight years in the U.S. 
Copyright Office, most recently as the Register of Copyrights, where she led the 400-person agency 
and its eight divisions representing law, policy, international affairs, financial operations, registration 
practice, public records, and outreach and education. In this role, she testified multiple times before 
both the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate and oversaw the Office’s policy and legal 
activities among others.  

Prior to leading the U.S. Copyright Office, Ms. Temple headed its Office of Policy and International 
Affairs, which includes a staff of attorneys focusing on domestic and international copyright law 
matters. Ms. Temple served on both U.S. delegations for the most recently adopted WIPO treaties (the 
Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances and the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Public 
Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled). Ms. Temple also 
served in policy and litigation roles at the U.S. Department of Justice, most recently serving in the 
Obama Administration as Senior Counsel to the Deputy Attorney General of the United States. 

Ms. Temple also has extensive private-sector experience. She previously served as Vice President, 
Litigation and Legal Affairs for the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) where she 
managed a wide variety of anti-piracy litigation matters on behalf of RIAA member companies. She 
also spent several years as a litigation associate at the prominent D.C.-based law firm Williams and 
Connolly LLP. Immediately after law school, Ms. Temple served as a law clerk for The Honorable 
Nathaniel R. Jones, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 

Ms. Temple has served in several prominent volunteer positions in the copyright community, including 
as an elected Trustee for the Copyright Society of the USA, co-chair of the International Chapter of the 
Copyright Society of the USA, steering committee member of the D.C. Bar Association’s Intellectual 
Property Law Section, and Chair of the Copyright Committee of the D.C. Bar’s IP Law Section.   

Ms. Temple received her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law where she was a Harlan Fiske 
Stone Scholar, Senior Editor of the Columbia Law Review, and Chairperson of the Columbia Black 
Law Students’ Association. She received her B.A. in English from the University of Michigan. 
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